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AVERAGE MONTANAN NOT INVOLVED
IN LEGISLATURE
MISSOULA—
The average Montanan had little to do with the 1983 legislative session,
if the results of a recent public opinion poll are any indication.

'

The Montana Poll, cosponsored by the University of Montana Bureau of
Business and Economic Research and the Great Falls Tribune, surveyed Montanans
in March about their opinions regarding the legislature.
Poll results show that almost all Montanans think legislators should heed
the opinions of their constituents.

But if Montanans sent a message to legis

lators, it was more like "Listen to us, but don't expect us to get involved "
Those polled admitted a general lack of involvement in the legislative
process.

No more than 25 percent said they had actually contacted a legislator

to express an opinion.

And fewer than 10 percent in each case attended a legis

lative committee hearing or visited the legislature in Helena.
Talking over legislative issues with friends and relatives was as involved
as many Montanans became during the session, according to poll results.
over half of those polled said they hadn't even done that.
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